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ence, and Omnipresence of those who share the 'Eternity and Immensity of God.
"His explanation of the Apocalypse begins with these words," said the pastor, opening the volume that was lying near him: " * Herein I have written nothing of my own; I have spoken at the bidding of the Lord, who said to John, by the same angel, " Thou shalt not seal the words of this prophecy." *
" My dear sir," the good man went on, looking at Wilfrid, " many a winter night have I quaked in every limb while reading the tremendous works in which this man sets forth the greatest marvels in perfect good faith.
"' I have seen,5 says he, * the heavens and the angels. The spiritual man sees spiritual man far more clearly than the earthly man sees earthly man. I obey the command of the Lord who hath given it to me to do. Men are free not to believe me; I cannot put others into the state into which God hath put me. It is not in my power to make them hold conversation with the angels, nor to work a miracle in predisposing their understanding; they themselves must be the agents of their angelical exaltation. For twenty-eight years now I have dwelt in the spiritual world with the angels, and yet on earth with men; for it hath pleased the Lord to open the eyes of my spirit as he opened the eyes of Paul, of Daniel, and of Elisha.5
" Certain persons, however, have had visions of the spiritual world through the complete severance of their external body and their inner man by somnambulism. In that state., Sweden-borg tells us in his Treatise on Angelic Wisdom9 man may be raised to celestial light, because, the physical senses being in abeyance, heavenly influences act on the inner man without interference.
" A good many persons who do not doubt that Swedenborg had celestial revelations, still do not regard all his writings as equally stamped with divine inspiration. Others insist on a complete acceptance of Swedenborg, while confessing his obscurities; but they think that it was the imperfection of earthly language that hindered the prophet in expressing his spiritual visions, so that such obscurities disappear befote